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REPORT: 

GTU Hack-a-thon: Code for Gujarat, Oct 27-28, 2015 

 

The Student Start-up Policy of Gujarat Technological University (GTU) Ψaims at 

encouraging enterprises, which serve social and economic needs1Ω. The policy also 

stresses on social entrepreneurship, rural entrepreneurship2Ω. Accordingly GTU 

has been organizing Social Entrepreneurship Boot Camps for students for many 

years. Code for Gujarat brought social problems, which were faced by the social 

service sector of the government, before technology students.  

 

 

Hackathon: Code for Gujarat is a partnership of GTU and the District Panchayats 

of Ahmedabad and Sabarkantha. GTU Innovation Council, GTUΩs C-i-C3 Lab and 

the Post-graduate Research Center for Industrial Design along with the 

administrative staff facilitated Hackathon and it was coordinated by Dr. Indu Rao. 

 

1Section 1.5, page 14 of the GTU Student Start-up Policy 
2Section 3.1, page 19 of the GTU Student Start-up Policy 
Please see http://files.gtu.ac.in/circulars/14DEC/05122014_02.pdf for GTU Student Start-up 
Policy 
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Hackathon 2015 Code for Gujarat has been conceptualized to bring together 

academia and government to help society using technology. Students developed 

codes and web based apps during the Hackathon to help data collection, analytics 

and decision making processes for the government officers on issues like 

agriculture, health, nutrition, women and child welfare and rural governance. 

About 100 GTU students of Computer/IT Engineering from 8 different districts, 40 

government officials working in the fields of health, education, agriculture, 

women and child welfare along with a team of GTU professors participated in the 

event for 36 hours. The teams worked all through day and night to develop ICT 

solutions for solving social and rural issues of society. 

 

 

At GTU, in the run up to this event, we had  preliminary and detailed rounds of 

brainstorming between GTU faculty and government officials to understand 
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issues faced in data collection and data analytics. Ten problem definitions were 

derived as a result of this elaborate brainstorming process. Unless the issues, 

faced by the government officers, while offering various social services, are 

converted into problem statements, it becomes difficult for the coders to develop 

prototypes in a short time. We took care of these hurdles through prior studies 

and preparation. Due to the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ motivation and hard work, the Hackathon  

resulted in successful development of prototypes and apps. 

 

 

GTU has thus provided a platform through Hackathon 2015 for our students  

1) to get acquainted with the problems faced by district panchayats in rural areas 

and  

2)to compete to develop prototypes and apps to solve these social and rural 

problems.  

The prototypes and apps were displayed in a Demo Fair and a mock demo was 

given before the judges. 
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Outcome: GTU students understood the field requirements at the user end 

(government officers) and provided solutions through technology. This has not 

only opened up opportunities for startups but also created job opportunities with 

the government. All apps have been invited for testing by the office of the District 

Development Officer, Ahmedabad office. 
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During the Demo fair on Oct 28, 2015, each team showcased their prototypes, 

gave a mock-demo and the best teams received awards.  

 

 

 

There were three prizes, first , second and third, two consolation prizes and five 

special mention prizes. All teams were judged to have succeeded in making 

prototypes and apps, received appreciation and the judges had a hard time 

deciding the prizes. 
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